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Co-Chairs Sen. Anwar & Rep. Linehan and esteemed Members of the Committee On Children , I
am writing in support of SB 2 AN ACT CONCERNING SOCIAL EQUITY AND THE HEALTH,
SAFETY AND EDUCATION OF CHILDREN

My name is Robert Goodrich and I am the executive director of RACCE and a member of the
Coalition for Equity In Learning (C4EL). We support SB 2 because addressing racial (social)
equity, health, and safety of children is a top priority of our organization, coalition and as a father
I understand how these intersect with our education systems.

Addressing learning loss accrued during the COVID-19 pandemic must be a top priority for
every district in our state. COVID-19 has further revealed to educators, parents, and students the
complexities of creating and sustaining a culturally responsive educational environment.  To be
clear Black and Brown students have had and continue to have barriers to equitable educational
experiences and this is one barrier that is growing right before our eyes here in Connecticut.

It doesn’t matter if students are remote, hybrid or in-person---student engagement more so than
attendance, reflects a student’s connection to school. We want to highlight two dilemmas that are
prolonging the creation of solutions for student disengagement and learning loss, especially
solutions that would be culturally responsive:

1. The lack of qualitative data being collected for student experience in schools

2. The absence of a metric to measure levels of student engagement through the lens of
school connectedness

The CDC defines school connectedness as “the belief held by students that the adults and peers
in their school care about their learning as well as about them as individuals.” The CDC
further suggests that “[s]tudents who feel connected to school are more likely to have a number
of positive health and academic outcomes.1”

1 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. School Connectedness: Strategies for Increasing
Protective Factors Among Youth. Atlanta, GA: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services; 2009.



In order to close the engagement gap, it is imperative to identify disengaged learners and be able
to provide resources for educators that will mitigate learning loss for disengaged learners. On the
district and state level new accountability measures for student engagement would allow for
more meaningful and culturally responsive teaching and learning strategies to be implemented
with fidelity and add assurances that Black and Brown students will be more connected to their
learning environments than ever before.

As a coalition we believe a legislative remedy is needed to ensure student engagement is
prioritized as much or more than attendance.  Therefore we recommend an amendment to the bill
that will strengthen it immensely. Currently Sec. 20 does not contain a definition of student
engagement and it also doesn’t require student engagement data to be collected.  We believe the
bill must include a definition, a call for a creation of a system of qualitative methods to be
designed and implemented by the State Department of Education so that student engagement
data can be collected and used to increase the safety and welfare of students, especially Black
and Brown students in our schools and communities.

As a coalition made up of teachers, advocacy and equity experts, and parents we have worked
side by side with our communities and engaged the State Department of Education on this issue
during the pandemic we define engaged students as those who participate in 75% or more of
learning opportunities (in-person/hybrid/remote) by signing into lessons, completing
assignments, and participating in learning tasks. Engagement is measured by student
participation and output. Capturing engagement data aligned with the above definition will
allow districts to most accurately identify the students who will benefit the most from culturally
responsive mitigation strategies.

Connecticut has an opportunity to take the lead in remediating learning loss and targeting
interventions so that every child has access to a high quality education. I encourage all members
of this committee, on both sides of the aisle, to support this bill with the proposed amendments.
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